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March is here and we are all becoming extremely excited about the 

new things appearing as we travel around on our daily journeys.  What 

started with great white clumps of snowdrops, just a few weeks later 

we are now seeing groups of yellow and purple crocus and a few 

heads of daffodils merrily dancing in the wind.  The blossom trees 

I’ve noticed are colouring very quickly to give us great delight with 

their splendid blooms. 

As a child I’d nip a bunch of it off a tree and pretend it was my 

wedding bouquet, my friends would scrape together what petals had 

fallen and with our imagination we would use those pieces as confetti. 

On February 2nd I heard on the local news that the first lamb had been 

born, he looked such a bonny little chap skipping around and bleating 

after his mother. 

Around our pond here at Gosberton House there has been another 

bench put along the walk so that those of us that find it tiring to walk 

the full distance in one go can now stop and sit a while taking in the 

beauty of the pond and gardens. 

 

 



 

I noticed last week our handymen in the garden busying away tidying 

the fallen leaves of winter and tidying the flower beds.  They then 

started cutting the lawn, the smell of freshly cut grass is so beautiful, 

I’m sure that you would agree. 

We have been keeping ourselves busy in activities with valentine 

crafts, cooking apple pies (which were absolutely delicious), keep fit, 

word games, card games, scrabble to name a few, not forgetting of 

course dominoes, at which a lot of people are playing some absolutely 

great and very well thought out games. 

February 16th saw the first of our monthly activity Saturdays for 

residents, relatives, staff 

members and our local 

community.  We all had a very 

enjoyable afternoon playing 

Bingo.  Boxes of chocolates, a 

bottle of wine, a teddy bear, and 

a lovely box of toiletries were 

won, along with the main prize 

of a food hamper which was 

extremely kindly donated to us 

by “Hay Hampers”.  They can be 

found on Facebook.  It really was a super prize 

and one that would be a fantastic gift to a family 

member or friend. 

Our next monthly activity afternoon will be held 

on Saturday 30th March.  We would really like 

to see you all there.  This invitation goes out to 

your family, friends and neighbours.  No age or 

ability matters, we would very much like to see 

young and not so young.  Let’s get together and share friendship and 

plenty of laughs.  We look forward to seeing you for tea and cake after 

the activity also. 

 

Polly - winner of the main 

prize of a Hamper 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although we lose an hour it’s nice to have the longer lighter days 

ahead. 

 

 

And finally, not forgetting that the end of next 

month it will be the Annual Flower & Craft Festival 

at the church.  The theme this year is “Celebrating 

Great Britain”.  I am sure that we will be going to 

the church to look at all the displays, we will keep 

you posted. 

 

 

Sunday 31st March 

Clocks go 

forward 

Saturday 30th 

March 



 

 

The Humber Ferry Paddle Steamers 

 
Crossing the River Humber before the Humber Bridge . . . 
Getting from New Holland in Lincolnshire to Hull in Yorkshire is something that’s 
been going on for a while, the Romans and Saxons were even at it. We now 
have the Humber Bridge of course but before that . . . 
 

During the period,  1912 to 1934 / 40 two ferries were operating this service the 
Brocklesby and the Killingholme built by Earle’s Shipbuilding in Hull at 195 feet 
in length. 
The Brocklesby was requisitioned by the admiralty during the war and used as a 
seaplane carrier. 

Travelling on any of the three ferries was an interesting experience, but it was 

clear that the “Lincoln Castle” was the superior design and could carry more 

vehicles and passengers than the other two. It’s eventual demise was very sad 

as it was the last coal fired paddle steamer in regular service in the UK, and 

would have been a valuable link with the past if it could have been saved.  

The only paddle steamer left in service around the UK is “PS Waverley”, and 

that was built in 1946, a few years after the “Lincoln Castle”, but you can get a 

similar experience of the sounds and smells of the boilers and engine, and can 

view the operation of the pistons and crankshaft through windows on each side 

of the engine, similar to some of the Humber ferries.  

From 1940 the ferry duties were carried out by the PS Lincoln Castle, a coal-fired 

side-wheel paddle steamer.  She was in service up until 1978 when a diesel  



 

powered car ferry took over until the opening of the Humber Bridge in 1981 

ended their commercial viability. 

The Lincoln Castle ended up moored in Grimsby’s Alexandra Dock being run as a 

restaurant until around 2010 it was scheduled for scrapping. Efforts were made 

to save her but they failed and she was stripped for salvage. 

There were three coal fired paddle steamers in operation in the 1960s and early 

1970s from to Hull from New Holland. The “Wingfield Castle” and the 

“Tattershall Castle” were similar to each other and were built a few years 

earlier than the “Lincoln Castle”. Both of these still exist; the “Wingfield Castle” 

is in the Hartlepool Maritime Experience and the “Tattershall Castle” is in 

London operating as a floating bar/restaurant.  

 

The Neighbor's Barking Dog 

 
2 neighbours (the Smiths & the Jones) haven't been getting along. You see, Mr. 

Smith leaves his dog outside all day and the dog never stops barking. 

 

Finally, after not being able to hear himself think, Mr. Jones tells his wife: 

"I'VE HAD IT!" and he stomps outside.  

 

Upon returning Mrs. Jones says: "I can still hear the dog barking. What have you 

been doing?" to which her husband replies:  

"I put their dog in our back yard. Let's see how they like it!" 

Dog Rules of Ownership 
 

• If I like it, it's mine.  
• If it's in my mouth, it's mine.  
• If I can take it from you, it's mine.  
• If I want it later, it's mine.  
• If I want it now, it's mine.  
• If I chew it up into pieces, they're all mine.  
• If you want it, it's mine.  
• If I saw it first, it's mine.  
• If I ever had it, it's mine.  
 
• If it's broken, it's yours! 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
      



 

Man is Shocked When A Beautiful Woman 

Approaches Him 
 

An average looking man walks into a bar and a beautiful 

woman approaches him, the woman asks the man, “How 

would you like to get out of here?” and the man is 

stunned. 

 

He never thought a woman like her would ever approach 

him so he agrees. 
 

They both get into his car and drive really far. 
 

He stops at a cliff with the view of the whole city. 
 

Within seconds they start taking off their clothes.  After 15 

minutes of passionately making love they finally finish.  

They both put their clothes on and they both just sit there 

awkwardly. 
 

The woman speaks up and says “I’m a prostitute and its 

going to be £100 for the service” 
 

The man is stunned and saddened that she didn’t really 

like him. 

He gives her the money and they both sit there 

awkwardly. 
 

The woman tells him that she is ready to leave and the 

man replies “Im a taxi driver and its going to be £150 for 

the ride here and back” 

 
 



Puzzle Page 
 

DIGI-SEARCH 

Find the hidden numbers - They may be horizontal or vertical 
 

 

03730,  04687,        
10987,  18833, 
20121,  28392, 
44543,  50898, 
57225,  64537, 
65345,  79074, 
88973,  93327,  

94024,  95486. 
 

 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

Can you work out the names of musical instruments from the following 
anagrams?  Word lengths are shown in brackets. 
 

RING LATE (8) 

COCOA RIND (9)    Solution: 
 
ROAM CHINA (9) 
 
PORCH RADISH (11) 
 
NIL TRACE (8) 
 
NICER CANTO (10) 
 
MILAN DON (8) 
 
GROAN (5) 
 
NO AXE SHOP (9) 
 
TUBA IN ROME (10) 
 
TENOR MOB (8) 

TRIANGLE 
ACCORDION 
HARMONICA 
HARPSICHORD 
CLARINET 
CONCERTINA 
MANDOLIN 
ORGAN 
SAXOPHONE 
TAMBOURINE 
TROMBONE 
 


