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For us here at Gosberton House Care Home June was a lovely month. 

Every day throughout the month we have picked our very own 

strawberries which have been so sweet and beautifully juicy.  I have 

been so pleased with our fantastic harvest, not only because of them 

being plentiful but if I were to be totally truthful, I didn’t have a clue 

how to care for them!  My co workers nipped the spindly runners 

from them and another kindly netted them over for me so that our 

resident birds didn’t get their share! 

Our tomato plants are growing beautifully.  I was worried with the 

torrential rain that nature has dealt us over the past couple of weeks 

that we may lose them.  I am so pleased that they are fine and that 

we will soon be enjoying them with a salad or even as a little side 

with a sandwich at tea time. 

In June we remembered those that fought for us and thoughts of the 

families that lost their loved one.  We watched the celebrations on 

television and managed to find on the internet some memories that  
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the survivors had written whilst at war and once they got home.  

They truly are heroes. 

The family of Moorhens that reside on our pond have had some 

chicks.  Unfortunately, I have not been able to get a photograph of 

them as they move so 

quickly, however, Wayne sat 

quietly and patiently one 

afternoon and did manage to 

get the following fabulous 

pictures: 

 

    I am really hoping that this   

month the weather is kind to 

us so that we can go outside to 

enjoy some activities in the sunshine. 

In June we had some great entertainment come in to join us.  There 

was Ian who entertains with his guitar and had a good sing-a-long 

with us.  Jeremy with his fantastic voice and high leg kicks and the 

forever cheeky Karl who never fails to entertain us.  Whilst here he 

serenaded Sandra from Admin with his version of Happy Birthday, 

which I could see she thoroughly enjoyed !! 

 



 

Monthly Read….. 
 

                  SKEGNESS AND ITS ROOTS  by Betty Kirkham 

Skegness once 

extended much 

further out to sea 

and the coastline 

has suffered 

erosion over many 

years though it is 

now gaining 

ground. We know 

that the area has 

been occupied 

since before 

Roman times. Roman pottery can be found today on the shore, it makes a 

change from collecting sea shells! Salt was manufactured along much of the 

low lying coast of Lincolnshire in Roman times and evidence of their working 

sites and even artifacts bearing their fingerprints can still be found today. 

 

To come nearer to our time 

it is interesting to see how 

Skegness has altered in the 

last 150 years. In White's 

Directory for 1842 we read 

that Skegness had a 

population of only 185 

people, it is described as a 

`pleasant village'. At that 

time there were only two 

hotels and several private 

lodging houses but even then bathing machines were stationed on the beach 

and there was a lifeboat to rescue survivors of the many small fishing boats 

which found themselves in trouble. It was also a small port with `upwards of 

6000 tons of coal being landed here in the summer of 1841'. 
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Visiting the seaside became ever more popular over the years though at first 

only the better off people were able to take advantage of the facilities provided. 

In the 1870's the Earl of Scarborough, landowner of Skegness at that time, 

decided to improve the town and with estate agent V.Tippet plans were drawn 

up for new streets and houses which extended to what is now Scarborough 

Avenue. This was a piece of very advanced planning for the time. The area was 

laid out in a very sensible geometric pattern with wide roads, wide verges and 

footpaths, all of these are still adequate even for today's traffic.  
 

It was not until the coming of the 

railway to Skegness in 1873 that the 

town really began to grow. The rail link 

with the midland towns meant it was 

possible for the working class people to 

spend a day at the seaside. At first there 

was only a single line and it was not until 

1900 that it was made a double track. 

Winston Kyme in his book, `Skeggy the 

story of a seaside town' says that on 

August Bank Holiday 1882 the railway brought 22,000 day trippers to Skegness. 

20,000 of them paid to go on to the pier which had only just been erected. By 

this time the population of Skegness had grown to 1400. 
 

The erection of the gas works took place in 1875 and the town boasted 56 

street lamps. White's Directory of 

1882 describes the construction of 

the north and south promenades on 

the sea wall, costing £2,000 (in 

pre-decimal money) and being 

officially opened in 1879.  

Very early on amusements of 

various kinds were thought up to 

amuse the visitors. Donkey races 

on the beach in front of the Sea 

View Hotel (built in 1862) 

attracting thousands of people.  Sea water 

baths were built in 1882 on Scarborough Avenue, these were bombed during 

the war and have since been demolished. 

 



 

The first car number plate was issued in 1903 and as cars became popular 

people began to come and stay for longer than a day trip. This resulted in more 

hotels and lodging houses being built and more and more amusements supplied 

for the visitors. A giant figure eight railway was built in 1908 on the new 

foreshore beyond the north parade. It was demolished in 1970. 

 

The person who made the biggest impression on Skegness and district holiday 

trade was Billy Butlin. He came to Skegness in 1921, a poor traveling showman. 

He entertained the 

holidaymakers with 

his hoop-la stalls. By 

1929 he had opened 

a large amusement 

park on the south 

side of the pier. By 

1935 he had built 

the Butlins Holiday 

Camp between 

Skegness and 

Ingoldmells. This went from success to success and many famous entertainers 

served their apprenticeship at Butlins Theatre. During the second world war it 

was used by the Royal Navy and re-named H.M.S Royal Arthur. It was returned 

to Butlins in 1946 and run successfully until 1972 when it was bought by the 

Rank Organisation and re-named yet again, this time as Funcoast World. In 

1997-8 the theatre was 

demolished along with the 

famous wooden chalets in 

which generations of families 

had spent their holidays. 

Substantial blocks of flats 

built on the site have now 

given it the appearance of a 

small village. Meantime 

Skegness has grown to a 

famous holiday town having 

a resident population of 

around 17,000. 

 



 
  
Scotsman, Irishman, and Englishman Story 

A Scotsman, an Irishman, and an Englishman are each sentenced to a year in 

solitary confinement; before being locked away, each is to be granted a year's 
supply of whatever he wants to help him get through the long, long spell alone.  

• The Scotsman asks for a year's supply of whisky; it's given to him and he's 
locked away. 

• The Irishman asks for a year's supply of Guinness so he's locked up with several 
thousand bottles of it. 

• The Englishman asks for a year's supply of cigarettes and he's given a pile of 

cartons and the cell door is shut on him. 

One year later, their doors are all unlocked.  

• The Scotsman staggers out and shouts, 'I'm free!' and then keels over dead 
from alcohol poisoning. 

• The Irishman is dragged out into the light, whereupon he promptly dies of liver 

failure. 
• When the door to the Englishman's cell is opened, everybody watches eagerly to 

see what sort of a wreck the man has made of himself. To their surprise, he 

walks right out the door, sidles up to the first person he sees, and asks, 'I say 
you wouldn't happen to have a match, would you?' 

 
Lesson in Employee Relationship 

Fred Gibbs was in his early 60's, retired and had started a second career in 

catering.  However, he just couldn't seem to get to work on time.  Every day he was 

2, 3, 5 minutes late.  However, he was a good worker, really clever, so the owner 

was in a quandary about how to deal with it.  Finally, one day he called Steve into 

the office for a talk. Fred, I have to tell you, I like your work ethic, you do a top class 

job, but you're being late so often is quite a worry.' 'Yes, I realise that, sir, and I am 

working on it.' replied Fred. 'I'm pleased to hear that, you are a team player. It's odd 

though, you're coming in late. I know you're retired from the Royal Navy. What did 

they say if you came in late there?' 'They said, "Good morning, Admiral".' 

 

Short Story 

When visiting my wife's home country of England on our honeymoon, we arrived at 
London's Heathrow Airport. Geraldine headed for the British passport entry queue 

while I, an Australian, waited in the 'foreigners' queue. When my turn came, the 
Immigration official asked me the purpose of my visit. 'Pleasure,' I replied. 'I'm on 
my honeymoon.'  

The officer looked first to one side of me, then the other. 'That's very interesting, 
sir,' he said as he stamped my passport. 'Most men bring their wives with them.'  
 

 
 

                        



Puzzle Page 
Can you Find The Hidden Celebrities? 
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                 SUDOKU PUZZLE 

The rules of Sudoku are simple. Place a 
digit  from 1 to 9 in each empty cell 
so every row, every column, and every 3 
x 3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 
 

Solution: 

 

 

 
 

 

AL PACINO,   
BRAD PITT,  
BRITNEY SPEARS,         
BRUCE WILLIS, 
CAMERON DIAZ,    
CHER, 
 DOLLY PARTON,  
DREW 
BARRYMORE, 
ELIJAH WOOD,  
EWAN 
MCGREGOR,  
GEORGE CLOONEY, 
HALLE BERRY,  
HARRISON FORD,  
HUGH GRANT,  
JENNIFER LOPEZ, 
JODIE FOSTER,  
JOHN CUSACK,  
JOHNNY DEPP,  
JOHN TRAVOLTA, 
KEANU REEVES,  
KEVIN SPACEY,  
KURT RUSSELL,  
 LIV TYLER,  
MADONNA,   
MEL GIBSON,   
TOM HANKS. 
 



 

DIGI-SEARCH 
 

Find the hidden numbers - They may be horizontal or vertical 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SYLLACROSTIC 
 
Fill in the answers to the clues by selecting the correct syllables from the list below. Each 
syllable can only be used once and the number of syllables to be used is shown in 
brackets. When the correct words are filled in, the first and last letters reading down will 
reveal a proverb. 
CO, CONDS, DEN, EN, IN, NA, NO, NUR, O, RI, RING, SAL, SE, TER, 
TICED, TO, TU, VAGE, VIEW, WI. 
 
1. Fostering __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (3) 
 
2. South American river __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (4) 
 
3. International organization __ __ __ __ (2) 
 
4. Lured __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (2) 
 
5. Broaden __ __ __ __ __ (2) 
 
6. Save from destruction __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (2) 
 
7. Consultation __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (3) 
 
8. Units of time __ __ __ __ __ __ __ (2) 

 

04473, 05133, 

05147, 10193, 

11707, 19274, 

23457, 29593, 

34477,37432, 

47474, 64738, 

73849, 87207, 

94383, 99874. 


